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1968



In 1968, school psychologists did not have a national 
organization and were working without a consensus 

on what the job was or training credentials. APA 
membership restrictions for Division 16 had deterred 
many school psychologists from joining.  There was a 

clear national need for a school psychologist 
organization (Fagan, 2008). 



1968 ORGANIZATIONAL 
MEETING 

● Organized by the Ohio School 
Psychologist Association 
(OSPA) and held in Columbus, 
Ohio on March 21-22, 1968.  

● Dr. William Farling, Chief 
Psychologist, Ohio Department 
of Education, spoke at the 
event. (Fagan, 2008).



1968 ORGANIZATIONAL 
MEETING 
● Dr. Farling made arguments for the “need for 

a national organization to better represent 
the interests of school psychologists (Fagan, 
2008, pg. 26).”

● Three resolutions were adopted.  There was 
a need “to develop a more adequate 
definition of school psychology, to obtain 
strong professional identity at the national 
level, and to provide a more effective means 
of communication throughout the country 
(Fagan, 2008, pg. 27).”



1969



PLANNING CONVENTION

● Over 400 individuals from 24 
states met for a two day national 
convention in St. Louis, Missouri.

● National Association of School 
Psychologists was formed on 
March 15, 1969 (Farling and 
Agner, 1979).

● “An immediate and pervasive 
sense of history in the making” 
(Farling and Agner 1979, pg. 145).



PLANNING CONVENTION

● Pauline Alexander was 
elected as President of the 
newly formed NASP.

● Large and small groups met 
over the two day conference 
and determined the four 
purposes of their new 
National Association of 
School Psychologists (Fagan 
and Warden, 1996).



To advance the 
standards of the 

profession. 






To actively promote the 
interests of school 

psychology. 



To serve the mental health 
and education interest of all 

children and youth.



To help secure the 
conditions necessary to the 
greatest effectiveness of its 

practice.



THE GROWTH 
OF NASP



GROWTH AND ACTIVITY 

● Membership grew to over 900 
professionals in less then five 
months after the convention.

● Within one year after the 
convention, the first newsletter 
was published and the second 
convention was planned for April 
1970.

● Conducted first national survey of 
school psychologists in 1970 
(Farling and Agner, 1979). 



NASP TODAY

• Association now represents more than 25,000 school 
psychologists, graduate students and related professionals. 

• Members are from United States and 25 other countries. 
• Largest organization of school psychologists in the world (About 

NASP, n.d.).  
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