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What is a “Radical”?

This, from the Latin radix (root), means anyone who 
advocates far reaching and fundamental change in a 
political system.  Literally, a radical is one who proposes to 
attack some political or social problem by going deep into 
the socio-economic fabric to get at the fundamental or root 
cause and alter this basic social weakness.

Robertson, David (2002). A Dictionary of Modern Politics. 



“There is a time when the operation 
of the machine becomes so odious, 
makes you so sick at heart, that you can’t 
take part; you can’t even passively take 
part, and you’ve got to put your bodies 
upon the gears and upon the wheels, upon 
the levers, upon all the apparatus and you’ve got to make it stop.  And 
you’ve got to indicate to the people who run it, to the people who own 
it, that unless you’re free, the machines will be prevented from working 
at all.”

Mario Savio
December 2, 1964, at Free Speech Movement rally at Sproul Hall of the University of California, Berkeley.  

DeLeon, D. (1994).  Leaders from the 1960s: A biographical sourcebook of American Activism.  Westport, CT: Greenwood Press.  
REF HN59 .L42 1994



“The rebel fights for something that will not be like this.  He 
cannot answer the question about the future because that is 
not his question.  It is not the future that is victimizing him. 

It is the present.  It is not an anticipated Utopia which moves 
him to risk his life.  It is pain.  . . .  The fundamental 

revolutionary motive is not to construct a Paradise but to 
destroy an Inferno.”

Carl Oglesby

Oglesby, C. and Shaull, R. (1967).  Containment and change.  New York, Macmillan













“We the undersigned declare our opposition to the granting 
of an honorary degree to Secretary of State Dean Rusk 

because of our disagreement with the U.S. policy in Viet 
Nam for which Mr. Rusk must be held largely responsible.  

By honoring him, the University officials will have shown, in 
effect, their approval of his policies.  As members of the 

University community who disapprove of these policies, we 
feel it necessary to publicly state our dissent.” 

Text of Petition Protesting the Awarding of an Honorary Degree by the University of Denver to Secretary of State Dean Rusk,

November, 1966. from DU student newspaper The Clarion









The Clarion (Denver University student newspaper,) November 18, 1966



The Clarion (Denver University student newspaper,) November 18, 1966







“Was this all that it had come to, then, this Students for a Democratic Society that had affected so much of 
the life of the sixties? Happily, no: though it achieved none of its long-range goals, though it ended in disarray and 
disappointment, it left a legacy, as suggested in the beginning, of deep and permanent worth. It shaped a generation, 
revived an American left, transformed political possibilities, opened the way to changes in the national life that would 
have been unthought of in the fifties; it was in good measure responsible for the changes in university governance, the 
liberation of campus life, the reordering of curricula, the aeration of American education; it played an important role 
in molding public opinion against the war in Southeast Asia and increasing public understanding of the imperialistic 
nature of that war, and in the corollary achievements of weakening the institution of the draft, lessening the overt role 
of universities in military research, and abolishing or transforming ROTC units at many campuses; and it directly 
affected the lives and consciousnesses of hundreds of thousands of university and high school students across the land, 
many in only initial and tentative ways, but many more in thorough and enduring ways, ways that will cling for the 
rest of their lives, producing at the very minimum a pool of people, many of them of the finest minds and talents, who 
have forever lost their allegiance to the myths and institutions of capitalist America and who will be among those 
seeking to transform this country, as SDS had always hoped, into “a democracy of individual participation, governed 
by two central aims: that the individual share in those social decisions determining the quality and direction of his life; 
that society be organized to encourage independence in men and provide the media for their common participation.”

The Impact of SDS From: Sale, Kirkpatrick. SDS. New York: Random House, 1973. [pp.656-657, Vintage paperback edition, 1974]





1. Don’t be silent or look away when 
confronted with injustice

“The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil 
is for good men to do nothing.” 

(Attributed to Edmund Burke)

2. Become informed 

• Read the New York Times or the Washington Post.
• Watch or stream CNN or MSNBC 

• Chris Hayes, Rachel Maddow, Lawrence 
O’Donnell, and Brian Williams

• Get the free, online, daily newsletter from Nation of 
Change https://www.nationofchange.org/

• Sign up for Daily Kos, the progressive Internet blog and 
forum  https://www.dailykos.com/

• Declare a Minor in Peace and Social Justice Studies

What’s Your Responsibility?
The struggle for peace and social justice will be a lifelong struggle . . .

3. Get Involved

• At PSU, join Common Ground, the environmental and 
social justice student organization

• Join New Hampshire Peace Action 
https://nhpeaceaction.org/

• Join or stay in touch with the American Civil Liberties 
Union of New Hampshire: https://www.aclu-nh.org/

• Especially for issues of human rights and immigrant 
rights, stay in touch with American Friends Service 
Committee – New Hampshire 
https://www.afsc.org/office/concord-nh

• On climate change issues, join the newly-formed 
Plymouth group Pemi Climate Emergency Coalition, 
contact Doug McLane mclanedouglas@hotmail.com

https://www.nationofchange.org/
https://www.dailykos.com/
https://nhpeaceaction.org/
https://www.aclu-nh.org/
https://www.afsc.org/office/concord-nh
mailto:mclanedouglas@hotmail.com
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